1925: ALLEXBY LEAVES EGYPT
Allenby's annoyance was great when at the end of
February a report that he had resigned appeared in a
London newspaper and was telegraphed to Egypt. At
the same time he was being subjected to particularly
venomous attacks in certain sections of the London
Press. Xo man ever paid less attention to persona!
criticism, but these attacks and the report of his resig-
nation were having a most disturbing effect on the
political situation just previous to the elections and were
encouraging the Zaghlulists. Allenby therefore asked
that the report of his resignation be denied and suggested
that the papers concerned might be asked to desist
temporarily from their attacks, which were harmful to
our interests and might make just the difference between
the success and defeat of the Zaghlulists. "If they like
to return to the attack in a fortnight or so/' he added,
"these objections will no longer apply,"
On May 2 Allenby wrote to the Foreign Secretary
saying that he considered the time had come when his
resignation might be submitted to the King and
announced. It crossed a letter from Mr. Chamberlain,
written two days previously,, making the same suggestion.
It seems to have been the one occasion in this unfortunate
business when they were entirely in agreement. Before
the close of the chapter there was yet another incident
that added to Allenby's resentment. He had specially
asked that he should be given two days5 notice of the
date and hour at which the announcement of his successor
would be made, so that he could inform King Fuad and
the Prime Minister before the news reached Egypt. He
also strongly advised that the announcement should be
accompanied by an assurance that the change of persons
betokened no change of policy. Less than a week later
he learned from a Reuters telegram that Sir George
Lloyd had accepted the High Commissionership in suc-
cession to him. The announcement, though unauthorized,
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